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The North Carolina Division of Services for the Deaf and the Hard of Hearing (DSDHH) is pleased to announce the National Deaf Blind Equipment Distribution Program established by the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to distribute a wide array of assistive technology to people who are deaf-blind. The equipment will help deaf-blind people to make a phone call, send an email or access the Internet. 

Distribution of equipment includes a wide range of hardware, software and applications to meet the communications technology needs of people who have both hearing loss and vision loss.  The Division of Services for the Blind will be partnering with DSDHH to work with consumers.  Training will be provided on how to use the equipment needed.
Who is eligible?

1. Any Person:
 (A) Who has a central visual acuity of 20/200 or less in the better eye with corrective lenses, or a field defect such that the peripheral diameter of visual field subtends an angular distance no greater than 20 degrees, or a progressive visual loss having a prognosis leading to one or both these conditions;

(B) Who has a chronic hearing impairment so severe that most speech cannot be understood with optimum amplification, or a progressive hearing loss having a prognosis leading to this condition; and

(C) For whom the combination of impairments described in (A) and (B) of this section cause extreme difficulty in attaining independence in daily life activities, achieving psychosocial adjustment, or obtaining a vocation.

2. Any individual who has an income that does not exceed 400% of the federal poverty level. 
If you feel you are eligible for this program and would like to apply, please provide us with the following information.

Application Information:

Name:________________________________________________________________
Address:______________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Communication Preference: (please check your preference)
____ASL


____Signed English

____Spoken

____Written

____Other:  (please describe)_________________________________________
There are three ways you can send the information to DSDHH:
1.  MAIL TO:  ICanConnect  NC, PO Box 17582, Raleigh, NC 27619  

2.  EMAIL TO:   DSDHH.NDBEDP@DHHS.NC.Gov  
3.  CALL:  866-874-7280.

As soon as we receive your request to apply, we will set up a time for a DSDHH or DSB staff person to meet with you to assess your needs and to complete the necessary paperwork.
More information can be found on the new website, www.iCanConnect.org. 

www.ncdhhs.gov/dsdhh/
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Location: Woodoak Bldg, GL-3, 1100 Navaho Drive • Raleigh, NC 27609
Mailing Address: 2301 Mail Service Center • Raleigh, NC 27699-2301
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