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Free Communications Technology Available to Michigan Residents with Combined Hearing and Vision Loss 
iCanConnect Opens Up a Whole New World

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Lansing, MI – May __ 2013 - Whether it’s the grandmother in Escanaba or the first-grader in Grand Rapids, thousands of Michigan residents are unable to communicate with family and friends because they struggle to see and hear.   Now these residents are able to access potentially life-changing technology for free through Michigan’s newly launched iCanConnect program.

“Many people with vision and hearing loss simply are not aware of the technology that now exists and how they can use it to connect with others,” explains Cynthia Caldwell from Michigan’s Bureau of Services for Blind Persons.   “For people with combined vision and hearing loss, iCanConnect opens up a whole new world.”
iCanConnect offers a wide array of technology including:

· iPads – intuitive design is easy to navigate; colors and fonts adjust for low vision users.

· Phone Amplifiers – low-tech solution enables person with hearing loss to one again connect on the phone.

· Braille Devices – connect with computers to offer full access to key communications features such as email.

Along with equipment, the iCanConnect program offers assessments and training.  And, for qualified residents who meet income guidelines, the equipment and services are all free.

iCanConnect is the outreach component of the federally-funded National Deaf Bind Equipment Distribution Program (NDBEDP).   The goal of the program is to put 21st century communications equipment into the hands of people with combined vision and hearing loss.

“A lot of people in Michigan live in rural areas with limited transportation,” explains Caldwell.  “If we can connect them to other people through email and texting and options such a FaceTime it can help tremendously.   We all need to be connected.”
Learn more and download an application for Michigan’s iCanConnect program at www.icanconnect.org/michigan or calling 800-825-4595 (phone) 888-320-2656 (TTY).
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